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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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1 . £3 This communication is responsive to the amendment filed on 04/03/2006 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are claims 1. 3. 6-8. 14. 17-22. 24-26. 28-31. 33 now renumbered as claims 1-20 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Examiner's Amendment 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no lather than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mrs. ( Registration number: 38,575) on 9/12/2005. 

3. Amend the following claims: 

I. Claim 24: (Currently amended) A method of providing forward compatibility of 
device driver code of an unchangeable application with a plurality of device models, 
wherein said application is stored in a read-only memory and not linked to other 
executable code, said method comprising the steps of: 

including device model independent device driver code in said application; 
determining a model of an output device which said application is desired to issue 
commands to; 

determining whether a device model dependent configuration data in a memory 
card matches said model of said output device: 

upon determining that said device model dependent configuration data in the 
memory card matches said model of said output device , reading the model dependent 
configuration data for said model of said output device from the [[a]] memory card; and 

generating a device driver for said model of said output device by configuring 
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said device model independent device driver code with said model dependent 
configuration data. 

II. Claim 28: (Currently amended) An information processing apparatus for providing 

forward compatibility of device driver code of an unchangeable application with a 
plurality of device models, wherein said application is stored in a read-only memory and 
not linked to other executable code and said device driver code is device model 
independent, said apparatus comprising: 

a memory card for storing model dependent configuration data for a plurality of 
devices; means for determining a model of an output device which said application is 
desired to issue commands to; 

means for determining whether a device model dependent configuration data in a 
memory card matches said model of said output device; 

data reading means for reading model dependent configuration data associated 
with said model of said output device from said memory card upon determining that said 
device model dependent configuration data in the memory card matches said model of 
said outputdevice; and 

means for generating a device driver for said model of said output device by 
configuring said device model independent device driver code with said model dependent 
configuration data. 



III. Claim 32. (Canceled) 
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IV. Claim 33: (Currently amended) A computer program product, carried on a 
read-only storage medium, for providing forward compatibility with a plurality of device 
models, wherein said computer program product is not linked to other executable code, 
said computer program product comprising: 

an application including a device model independent device driver code : 

code for determining a model of an output device which said application is 
desired to issue commands to; 

code for determining whether a device model dependent configuration data in a 
memory card matches said model of said output device: 

code for reading model dependent configuration data associated with said model 
of said output device from the [[a]] memory card upon determining that said device 
model dependent configuration data in the memory card matches said model of said 
output device : and 

code for generating a device driver for said model of said output device by 
configuring device model independent device driver code with said model dependent 
configuration data. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LeChi Truong whose telephone number is ( 571) 272 3767. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8 - 5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomson, William can be reached on (571) 272 3718. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR of Public PAIP. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private PAEP 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9 197(toll-free). 

LeChi Truong 
May 9, 2006 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This is in responding to the amendment filed 04/03/2006. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1, 3, 6-8, 14, 17-22, 24-26, 28-31, 33 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

As to claims 1, 21, 22, 24, 28, 33, the prior art as taught by Randisky( US. Patent 
5,668,996), Mastie( US. Patent 6,515756 Bl) and Admitted Prior Art do not teach on render 
obvious the limitations recited in claims 1, 21, 22, 24, 28, 33, when taken in the context of the 
claims as a whole, determining whether a device model dependent configuration data in a 
memory device matches said model of said output device, said memory device being a memory 
card connected to said information processing apparatus as recited in the independent claims 1 , 
21, 22, 24, 28 and 33. Moreover, evidence for modifying the prior art teachings by one of 
ordinary skill level in the art was not uncovered so as to result in the invention as recited in 
claims 1, 21, 22, 24, 28 and 33. 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LeChi Truong whose telephone number is ( 571) 272 3767. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8 - 5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomson, William can be reached on (571) 272 3718. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR of Public PAIP. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIP 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9 197(toll-free). 

LeChi Truong 
May 9, 2006 




